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compoft'J cf the young and beautiful women, of the
artificer*' of every rank and profeffion, of the more
walrhy or honourable citizens, from whom a private
ranfom might be expected, ^as diftributed in equal
and proportionable lots. The remainder, ^yhofc life
or death was alike ufelefs to the conquerors^ were
permitted to returu to the city ; which in the mean
time had been {tripped of its wluable furniture ; and
a tax was irnpofecl on thole \vretchtJ inhabitants for
the indulgence of breathing their n;ilL*e air,

H

" SUCH was the behaviour of the Moguls, when
they were not confcious of any extraordinary rigour.
But the moft caiual provocation, the flighted: motive
of caprice or convenience, (he might have added
steal,) often provoked them to znaflacre a whole people.
The ruin of feme fiouriihing cities was executed with
fuch unrelenting perfevcrance, that, according to
their own expivflkms, horfes might run without
(tumbling on the ground where they once flood*
The four great capitals KhorafTan, Maru, Neifabour,
and Herat, were defiroyed by the armies of Zengis ;
und the exact account, which was taken of the flain,
amounted to 4,347,000 pcrfons."

the founder of the dynafty lately on the
throve* was educated in a lefs barbarous age* and in -
the profeffion of the Mahornedto faith ; but the zeal
oJF the miffionary fecms to have filenced the dictates
of humanity. His profeft admirer and hiftorian,
Shcrcfcddin Aly, informs us that he maffacrcd in his
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